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Fig. 1. Drawing of a room from the Serdarevina, Stolac, with built-in carved furniture  
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Bosnia's traditional crafts include the carving of wooden doors and ceilings, and of various 
household furnishings and portable articles.  This part of the tradition is neither 
comprehensible or sustainable without the principle that there is no sacred art without sacred 
teachings. The loss of knowledge of the sacred teachings that formed the stimulus and context 
for various forms of sacred art, including woodcarving as a whole, manifests itself in the 
rejection and destruction of this aspect of Bosnia's heritage. 
 
Doors and ceilings, built-in cupboard units and wall cupboards, shelves and stair-rails, 
shutters and frames, built-in settees and shelf units, writing slopes and X-shaped book stands, 
chests and stools, plaques and calligraphy were all carved. 
 
The manner of carving, and the motifs, types of wood and the way they were combined, 
included the craftsman's skill and knowledge of the symbolic meanings of the vine and the 
rose, the cypress and the tendril, the mandragore and the swastika, birds and so on.  In modern 
times these meanings are largely unknown, and the skills of woodcarving and their place in 
traditional culture have almost completely disappeared.  The woodcarver's craft was practised 
in Stolac for a very long time. There was not one house in Stolac that did not have some 
carved household articles.  The artisans of Stolac were also known well beyond their own 
town. 
 
Much of Stolac's heritage was destroyed in the 20th century, with the destruction at its worst 
between 1993 and 2000.  Nothing that had survived earlier destruction has been spared the 
explosives and flames of the destroyers “working” since 1993. 
 
Under the auspices of the International “Young and Heritage” Summer Camp - � uprija 2010, 
a Stolac woodcarving workshop will be held, which will include: 

·  the study and presentation of the various aspects and meanings of carved household 
wares; 

·  the production of selected articles of carved household wares in line with the 
documentation and drawings to be prepared as part of the workshop. 

 
The Stolac workshop will be led by Srebren Sidran and Azer Rudi� , with whom five hand-
picked students will be working.  Those who complete the proposed programme will be 
issued with a certificate of attendance at the Stolac woodcarving workshop. Several students 
attending the Stolac woodcarving workshop will be selected from among the seventy 
participants from Bosnia and abroad. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

Fig. 2. Carved ceiling (� emalovi�  tower on the Buna) 
 
 

 
 

Fig. 3. Carved musandera  (Mahmut� ehaji�  tower, Stolac) 
 
 
 



 
 

Fig. 4. Drawing of carved door  (Šari�  house, Stolac) 


